JOINT VENTURE! |

$50,000 to $10,000,000
WE ALSO BUY
COMMERCIAL AND
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

JCD EQUITY LENDING, LLC

9354-609-4200

Florida Mold Consultants, LLG

Your oo Ave Qualty Spestodutt

Indoor Air Quality Testing
Mold Remediation
Pre-Purchase Inspections -
State-Certified Radon Testing
Thermal Imaging / Leak Detection
Water Intrusion Disaster Clean-Up.
Preventative Water Intrusion Inspections

9045 La Fontana Bivd «» Suite 233,
" Boca Raton, FI, 33434

;. Phone: (561) 34 79
¥ Fax: (561) 488-9638

1-800-FLA-MOLD
wlasure@flan
Licensed & ln_Su_rcd

No Credit Checks

We Purchase Notes/Mortgages

=

Otto L. Travieso
Principal Broker
tto@easywaymortgage.com

E. APPRAISE

WATERMA

VALUATION SERVICES, LLC&

Divorce Settiement
Estate & Pr ohate
Foreclosure, Short-sale
“high quality residentiai appraisals,
competifive prices, effective
communication, expedient resulfs”

* Bankruptey

« 1oss Mitigation

. lugmrv & Complex Properties

* Primary & Secondary Mortgages

* Rppraisal Review

* FHA Aprroved

Email: valuations@bellsouth net
hone: 954.309.8064
Fax: 954.697.3752

Web: watermarkvalue.com
Phillip Biber - Managing Partner

Seeking a trustworthy
B Wwatchmaker to service
@ your valued timepiece?

Fine Quality Swiss Timepieces Welcome
. Www.exceltimeservice.com -

I 53.EXCELSS [688.292.3588]

121 Athambra Plaza, Suite 1205, Coral Gables

The Daily Business Review
offers marketing
vehicles that deliver
unique content of
unmatched integrity to an
affluent audience of law, "

real estate and finance
decision makers

throughout South Florida.
PRINT « ONLINE » EVENTS

800-777-7300, Ext. 6623.
DailyBusinessReview.com

LYMUY 9 LULSUINGES THIGHLBVEN  Taltn N thelr assets.”

MSCO, in Rye Brook, A2 start to rival their penny-pinching,

MERCADO From Page Al

stars as his ostentatious, Liberace-like style. He
often wears otherworldly outfits but was dressed in
a tailored. suit for the three-week trial in front of U.S.
istrict:Court Judge Patricia Seitz in Miami, \
us of the litigation dates back: o'the-mid- - .
en‘Mercado was- introduced'to Guillermo™
Bakula by the rock star Prince’s promoter, Velasquez
said.

Bakula signed Mercado, already a well-known
celebrity in the Hispanic community, to a contract
to expand his brand. Bakula, president of Bahamas-
based Bart Enterprises, formed more than a dozen
companies for Mercado products from DVDs, books
to radio spots, a 1:900 psychic line and text mes-
sages. :

Mercado had a falling out with Bakula in 2006
Over compensation and assigned all of his products
to his own company, Astromundo,-and hired a new
agent. Six entities. bearing names. like Waltervision
Productions sued Mercado in 2007.

‘It became a nightmare to really keep track of all
these companies,” said Velasquez, whose law firm is
in Plantation. He said the plaintiff companies asked
for about $10 million. “My client felt he was not being 2 2
paid what he was being owed, and he was not being ~ contract but it was. never-ending. :
paid his fair share.” Mercado countersued for $450,000 he claimed he

The contract paid Mercado $32,000 a month and a was owed by Bart and its subsidiaries.
pro rata share of anything more than $2 million made The nine-person jury decided Mercado could not
in the United States and any other country by Bart ask for damages because he didn't properly terminate
Enterprises based on his name, image and voice. A~ his agreement.
big problem was that nothing in the contract spelled The jury deliberated for 45 minutes before coming
out the pro rata percentage. ‘ up with its Solomon-like verdict Wednesday, finding

Bart also took the position that the 1995 contract Mercado interfered with some of Bakula's contractual
was never-ending. relationships, such as with Univision, but not with any

“Basically he would have to work forthem forever. intent to injure or destroy that relationship.

That was bizarre,” Velasquez said. Velasquez said the jury realized Bakula and his

‘The attorney for Bakula's companies; Scott Alan companies had profited enough off the astrologer,
Orth of Miami Shores,.did not return calls for com- “This guy made a lot of money with Walter,”
ment by deadline.. R ’ Velasquez said. “The jury thought, ‘What are we going
~ The complaint listed "3 namber of obligations to do? Have Walter pay him more money?’ It didn't

make any sense.” ’ :

Mercado failed to fulfill, such as: I
* Taping a commercial for the 1-900 business in Mercado continued.to do‘his astrology segment for
' Univision without a contract.

Mexico , ‘
* Recording audio horoscopes “He didn’t get paid for a year and a half,” his attor-
ney said. “But he felt it was important for him and

NEWSCOM

Walter Mercado was paid $32,000 a month in the

* Writing: 2007 predictions for a magazine and Web

sites. Univision to perform on the show.” m
* Taping television horoscopes to be aired on
Univision. John Pacenti can be reached at (305) 347-6638.



